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Dear Colleagues,

The special issue is set to explore the complex relationship between 
various orofacial muscle activities (e.g., bruxism, oral behaviors, 
dyskinesia, dystonia) and pain. The importance of this special issue 
lies in its comprehensive exploration of these conditions and their 
associations, aiming to enhance our understanding and improve 
management strategies. By integrating the latest research and 
clinical insights, it intends to equip health professionals with 
valuable knowledge on assessment techniques, treatment options, 
and the underlying pathophysiology of these disorders. 

This issue is designed to promote an interdisciplinary approach to 
patient care, encouraging collaboration among dentists, 
neurologists, psychologists, and other healthcare providers to 
develop more effective interventions and enhance patient outcomes. 
Furthermore, it aims to address the clinical challenges related to 
orofacial muscle activities and pain, while emphasizing the 
necessity for ongoing research and innovation in this area. By 
tackling these critical topics, this special issue seeks to improve 
pain management and the overall well-being of patients affected by 
these muscle activities.

Regards,
Frank Lobbezoo, Wendy Knibbe, Merel C. Verhoeff

Department of Orofacial Pain and Dysfunction, Academic Centre for Dentistry 
Amsterdam (ACTA), Amsterdam, The Netherlands
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